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the threat of rabies.
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We’re doing our part – working with public health agencies
to help combat the spread of rabies.
Getting close to nature comes with a risk when
rabies is present in nearby wildlife populations.
Rabies can be spread to you, your family or your
pets by the bite of an infected animal. Rabies is
considered fatal without medical intervention.
To reduce the risk from this fatal disease, federal,
state and local government agencies are controlling
rabies at its main source – wildlife species like
raccoons, foxes, skunks and coyotes.
Many government programs use a unique and
specialized oral vaccine called RABORAL V-RG®
from Boehringer Ingelheim, a world leader in
rabies prevention. RABORAL V-RG is approved
for immunization of raccoons and coyotes, and
has been used experimentally in other species,
historically proven to be significant wildlife carriers
of rabies in North America.1
This booklet explains how wildlife rabies programs
provide an extra layer of safety. It also includes tips
to help you enjoy nature while being mindful of
rabies.
(See inside of back panel for tips.)

Rabies is fatal to humans, and unvaccinated pets
and livestock.
Rabies is a deadly disease of the nervous system in
mammals, including:
• Humans
• Ferrets
• Sheep

• Dogs
• Cats
• Horses
• Cattle
• Wildlife species

During 2017, more than 4,400 cases of rabies
were reported in the United States, including two
humans.1
• More than 91% were
reported in wildlife
species
• 1,275 reported cases in
raccoons alone1
An oral rabies vaccine
program for wildlife is important to help:
• Prevent the spread of certain strains of wildlife
rabies into new areas of the country.
• Reduce the number of animals exposed or infected
within the endemic rabies zones.
• Reduce the spread of rabies to other wildlife and
risk of exposure to your family or pets.
With RABORAL V-RG®, public health officials
have the ability to help reduce the risk of the public
health impact of rabies.
RABORAL V-RG is manufactured by
Boehringer Ingelheim, a world leader in rabies
prevention.
• IMRAB® is a leading rabies vaccine worldwide – over
35 years of proven safety2
• IMRAB®3 provides a three-year duration of immunity
against rabies in dogs, cats and sheep, and one year
for horses, ferrets and cattle3
• PUREVAX® offers the first nonadjuvanted rabies
vaccine for cats.

We’re doing our part – with an innovative
rabies vaccine for raccoons and coyotes.
The relatively low number of reported rabies
cases in dogs, cats, ferrets and other domestic
animals in the United States shows how effective
vaccination programs can be. To extend this barrier
of protection against rabies infection, officials are
vaccinating certain wildlife species with the oral
rabies vaccine called RABORAL V-RG®.
RABORAL V-RG is proven safe for wildlife in
millions of doses.4

RABORAL V-RG® is a specialized, targeted vaccine.
RABORAL V-RG® is a recombinant vaccine that
only uses the parts of the rabies virus that stimulate
immunity. It does not contain the rabies virus,
therefore it cannot cause rabies and has been tested
for safety in more than 60 animal species5. However,
RABORAL V-RG should only be handled by
professionals.

Under the guidance of public health officials, more
than 200 million doses of RABORAL V-RG have
been distributed in the United States, Canada and
other countries around the world.

Coated sachet

Fishmeal polymer

RABORAL V-RG provides a tool for public health
officials to deliver rabies vaccination to some of
the most common sources of wildlife rabies. The
actual rabies vaccine is sealed inside a plastic packet
(sachet), then one of two fishmeal preparations is
used to encourage consumption by raccoons and
coyotes.
RABORAL V-RG is distributed by public health
officials via aircraft or by hand from vehicles. In
some areas, specifically designed bait stations help
ensure that the product reaches the target species.
The location and number of baits is determined by
specific local needs.

If you, your child or your pet finds a bait block or
sachet:
• Leave it alone. DO NOT TOUCH IT - especially if you are
pregnant, under 18 or have a compromised immune
system.
• Report its location by calling your public health office or
1-877-RABORAL (877-722-6725).
• If you suspect skin contact with the pink vaccine itself,
immediately wash the area with soap and water, and call
your local public health office.

The federal wildlife rabies vaccination program
is part of the United States Department of
Agriculture, Wildlife Services, National Rabies
Management Program.
For more information, visit the Web site at
www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife-damage/rabies and
click on National Rabies Management Program.

You can do your part –
by vaccinating your pets and following these tips.
Whether you’re an avid trekker, hiker or camper – or
simply enjoy watching nature from your deck – oral
rabies vaccination of wildlife may help reduce the
risk of rabies exposure to you, your family and your
pets.

Tips for protecting your family and pets from
rabies.
1. Vaccinate cats, dogs, ferrets, horses and other
livestock which are in frequent contact with
humans.
2. Don’t leave garbage or pet food outdoors where it
may attract wild or stray animals.
3. Observe all wildlife from a distance. If you see
a wild animal acting strangely, report it to your
local animal control authorities.
4. If you or a family member is bitten or scratched
by a wild animal or unknown pet, immediately
wash the wound with soap and water, and
contact your doctor or emergency room.

Enjoy wildlife from a distance.
• It’s unusual for a wild animal to approach you or allow you
to get close to them. If a wild animal approaches you, call
the authorities.
• Do not approach wildlife (or stray pets), especially those
acting sick, excitable or aggressive.
• Even animals that appear normal may be carrying disease.

5. If your pet is bitten or scratched by a wild or stray
animal, call your veterinarian.
6. Report nuisance raccoons, skunks and other
wildlife to your state Department of Natural
Resources or a licensed animal removal service.
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